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Thinking About the Future 
Submitted by Danielle Keel Ficken  

North Duplin Elementary School Counselor 
 

Talking to children about their future ambitions 
is very important. Often, children will base their early 
career goals on their environment.  Examples of this 
include striving to become a veterinarian because of their 
love for animals, wanting to be a teacher due to good 
role models in the classroom, or even working for a 
family business. In Duplin County, we aim to expose 
children to a variety of career and technical opportunities 
to broaden their horizons. Career development at a 
young age is beneficial to students in many ways. By 
having conversations about college and career choices, 
students become more goal oriented and have a vision 
for their future. 

Children become empowered when they discover 
the endless possibilities for becoming productive citizens 
and bettering the community in which they live. It is very 
rewarding to know the students in Duplin County are 
adequately prepared for a life-long journey of learning 
and accomplishments.  Summer break is a great time to 
enhance your child’s knowledge and experiences relating 
to college and career readiness.  College visits, virtual 
tours, and job shadowing are ways that you can help 
your child prepare for his or her future.   

 

College and Career Ready 

Soft Skills for Success 
Submitted by Kathryn Miller 

Kenansville Elementary School Counselor 
 

As we think about students becoming 
college and career ready, there are certain skills 
that they will need throughout life and into the 
workforce. What do today's employers expect from 
new employees?  They need workers that show up 
on time, give an honest effort, and don't always 
need to be told what to do.  Employers want 
employees that treat others with respect and 
courtesy. One of the most important factors is 
teamwork.   Employees need to show employers 
that they are comfortable, competent, and 
confident enough to learn how to do the tasks at 
hand.  These are called "soft skills" because they 
are needed to succeed in virtually all jobs.   

Why is this important in elementary 
school? These “soft skills” are the same skills that 
will help students, at any academic level, be 
successful. It’s not hard to teach someone to use a 
computer or machine.  It is very hard to teach 
someone to show up on time, ready to work. Being 
able to manage what we do, learn from our 
experience, ask questions, correct mistakes, and 
accept direction and criticism without feeling 
defeated, resentful, or insulted is 
important.  Employers need people that are 
teachable.   

If students have not yet focused on 
developing soft skills, it’s not too late to start. 
Think about where they are right now, who and 
what they want to be, and how they are going to 
get there. Work on enhancing soft skills as you 
explore options for college and career.       

Some information obtained from: 
http://breitlinks.com/careers/soft_skills.htm 

 

  

Duplin Career Academies STEM CAMP 
The Duplin Career Academies STEM Summer Camp, open to all students in grades 8-11, will be 
held at James Sprunt Community College June 14th-16th, 2017. Contact Mrs. Melba Keathley at           
(910-293-2097) with questions.    

June 14, 2017- 8:00 to 12:00 
June 15, 2017- 8:00 to 5:00 (Field Trip Day) 

June 16, 2017- 8:00 to 12:00 
June 16, 2017- 12:00 to 1:00 (Closing Ceremony - Parents Invited) 
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Be Smart This Summer 
Submitted by Breeana Kennedy and Danna Westerbeek 

East Duplin High School Counselors 
 

Summer break provides the perfect opportunity for students to work on distinguishing themselves in 
terms of college admission and scholarship opportunities.  Much more goes into college admission and 
scholarship selection decisions than academics alone.  Building a well-rounded resume increases your student’s 
chances of college admission as well as their ability to earn scholarship dollars. College admission and 
scholarship opportunities are given to students who demonstrate their motivation to better themselves and their 
community.  Students should find a platform they are passionate about and spend time volunteering with that 
program during the summer.  

Another summer activity that will help build student resumes is attending college programs that are 
offered over the summer.  Summer can be used as a time to learn something that will help to decide a college 
major, a graduation project topic, or prepare for an upcoming course.  Or, for students who can’t find time to 
work during the school year, summer provides the perfect chance to get a job or internship.  

Finally, summertime can be used to make college connections or visit colleges never visited before.  
Students can build a relationship with the admissions counselors at colleges that are of particular interest or ask 

about scholarship opportunities and admission requirements.  
Although it is important that to enjoy your family time, it is vital that students 

utilize their summer for productive means.  Remember, colleges are not looking for a 
couch potato.  They want well-rounded students who are committed to bettering 
themselves in a variety of ways. 

 

The World of Work:  
From Play to Hobby to Career 

 

Submitted by Kelly Johnson and Dixie Landers 
Beulaville Elementary School Counselors 

 

It is never too early to start learning how 
the world works and how work in the world gets 
done! Babies begin exploring their worlds at a very 
early age, and research shows that many children 
find their future hobbies and careers before they 
even begin school. We recently asked a young 
woman this question: "When did you know that 
engineering was what you wanted to do?" She 
replied —"I was born doing this." She went on to 
recall sitting on her grandfather's lap while he 
worked on taking things apart and putting them 
back together, including her in projects like taking 
apart a VCR and putting it back in working 
condition.  

While you may not be 
comfortable taking apart 
electronics, there are plenty of 
things that parents can do to 
show their young children how 
things work. Is your preschool 
aged child interested in yard 
work or nature zones outside of 
your home? Does your early elementary aged child 
spend lots of time playing in a kitchen center or 
collecting objects? Those play activities might turn 
into a hobby, and hobbies that turn into careers 
make wonderfully satisfied workers who love their 
work!  

 

It Takes A “Village” To Prepare Students For 
Career & College Readiness 

Submitted by Teresa Dixon 
 Charity Middle School Counselor 

 

As we prepare our middle 
school students for their future 
career and college choices, we 
must understand that it’s our 
“village” that prepares them for 
their futures.  The preparation 
for careers and college evolves 
frequently, including the 

adjustment to new technology and the global issues 
that come about in our society.  The responsibility 
of ensuring that our students are career and college 
ready does not fall to one educator at one grade 
level or in one content area.  It’s the daily 
responsibility of the entire faculty, staff, parents, 
and the community.  We should all be having 
career and college readiness conversations on a 
daily basis with our students.  We can start with 
ensuring that their planning and organizational 
skills are up to par, as this is something that is very 
fundamental to success in college and careers.  
Clubs, such as Beta Club and Art Club, are yet 
another way of giving middle school students 
opportunities to practice their skills by organizing 
events like school dances, talent shows, art shows 
and food drives.  These activities will enhance their 
personal growth and social skills, thus benefiting 
them in careers, college, and life. 

 


