
 

 

  

Volume 3, Issue 1 November 2, 2015 

 

CAROLINA ASSOCIATION OF 
COLLEGIATE REGISTRARS and 

ADMISSIONS OFFICERS 
(CACRAO) College Fair 

 
High school juniors and seniors attended 
the annual CACRAO College Fair. This 
gave students a chance to meet and receive 
information from over fifty college 
admissions representatives. On October 
16th representatives from colleges, 
universities, and trade schools were available 
in Kenan Auditorium to discuss college 
admissions and share brochures. 
Approximately 1,230 juniors and seniors 
were invited to attend. Students received 
first-hand information on the different types 
of colleges to help them make the best 
decision for their educational future.  

 

College and Career Ready 

Fall Assessments  

The beginning of the school year is a busy time 
devoted to important testing in Duplin County 
elementary, middle, and high schools.  

The Beginning-of-Grade 3 Reading Test (BOG3) 
was given to students between the 11th and 15th day of 
school.   As part of the Read to Achieve program, the 
test provided educators a measure for growth reporting 
and information on each third-grade student’s reading 
level.  The test results provide information to give 
appropriate instruction and intervention throughout the 
school year.  It will also help teachers prepare students 
to be proficient on the End-of-Grade 3 Reading Test 
(EOG) administered at the end of the school year. 

In middle and high schools, the fall testing focus 
is to promote student access to college. Grade eight 
students will complete the ACT ASPIRE (previously the 
ACT EXPLORE) test, which is the first test on the ACT 
track to assess college and career readiness. This test 
offers students an excellent opportunity to get a head 
start on the ACT test and to make sure you’re on track 
for high school. 

Sophomores completed the PSAT (practice for 
the SAT test and connection to college scholarships) on 
October 14th. They completed the ACT PLAN 
(preparation for the ACT) on October 27th. The ACT 
Plan score report will help identify strengths and areas 
that need improvement. Both of these tests are used as 
college and career readiness benchmarks that allow 
enrollment in college courses at James Sprunt during 
their junior and senior years of high school.  

Also in October, juniors took a “MOCK” ACT 
test to give them an idea of what to expect in March 
when they take the official ACT. This allows early 
planning for the upcoming ACT preparation courses 
offered in all the high schools. 

The middle and high school testing is important 
to future planning for high school courses and college 
access, which opens up career pathways for our 
students. Speak with your school counselor for more 
information. 

 

College Application Week 
November 2nd-6th is College Application 
Week (CAW). The goal of CAW is to 
provide every high school senior an 
opportunity to apply to college online 
through CFNC.org. 
During this week, 
application fees are 
waived for over 30 
colleges and universities. For a complete list 
check with your College Liaison or go to 
https://app.box.com/s/eog9npstrtjy44qu9y99 
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TESTING INTO COLLEGE, WITHOUT GOING BROKE 
Submitted by MJ Jessup, Duplin Early College School Counselor 

 

The 11th and 12th grade school years are pivotal times in a student’s journey 
toward college and career success. This is the time to explore potential colleges, narrow 

down a major or area of interest, and prepare for college entrance tests such as the SAT and ACT. Both SAT and 
ACT scores are assessed for admittance to all public universities. The cost of these tests can be a financial 
burden, but these fees may be waived.  

Qualifying students are permitted up to four fee waivers during their junior or senior years (students in 
grades 9-12 may use fee waivers for SAT Subject Tests). In addition, for using an SAT fee waiver, students 
receive four college application fee waivers! For more information on SAT waivers see your counselor or visit: 
https://sat.collegeboard.org/register/sat-fee-waivers. Although students get one “free shot” at the ACT, it is a 
good idea to plan on taking it more than once. Students can receive up to two fee waivers to take the ACT. For 
more information on ACT waivers see your counselor or visit: http://www.actstudent.org/faq/feewaiver.html 

What Can I Do To Help My Child Be 
College and Career Ready? 

 

Submitted by Kelly Johnson and 
 Dixie Landers 

Beulaville Elementary School Counselors 
 

�Talk about jobs that family members or 
friends are involved in 
� Ask your child who works in your 
school?   
�Explore “Helper” careers in your 
community by showing your child where 
they are located, for example, police 
station, fire department, and doctor’s 
office 
�When in the community talk about 
people you see doing their job, for 
example, in the grocery store there are 
stockers, managers, cashiers 
�Encourage your child to ask others about 
their career 
�Point out billboards that advertise 
colleges 
�It is never too early to visit colleges 

College and Career Readiness or Pathways to Success  
 

Submitted by Sarah Lee  
Rose Hill Magnolia Elementary School Counselor 

 

If you were to ask any student in an elementary school what 
they want to be when they grow up, nearly every one of them 
would be able to respond with the career of their choice. 
Perhaps we need to follow the initial question with, “How will 
you get there?”  This is where college and career readiness 
comes into play. Being college and career ready means 
students are able to talk about their future career choices and 
express the steps and processes required to achieve their goals. 
This conversation begins in elementary school with a 
discussion of college options and the level of education 
required for their desired career.  
In elementary schools, students are now taking virtual tours of 
college campuses, talking about the difference between an 
associate and bachelor degree, and exploring how their 
personal interests and skills influence their career decisions. If 
we expand the conversation beyond simply asking what 
students want to be when they grow up to include how they 
will get there, our students will have a well-thought-out plan 
for obtaining their college and career aspirations by the time 
they reach high school. 

Identify Interest 
Submitted by Diana Evans, E. E. Smith Middle School School Counselor 

 

Your child is becoming their own person. As a parent you should encourage and support your 
child’s interests, and you can do so in several ways: 
• Spend time with teens and listen to what they talk about 
• Look at what they read for fun 
• Watch TV with teens and listen to their reactions 
• Encourage them to participate in after-school activities 
• If they like music, consider private music lessons 
• If they like sports, encourage sports in and/or out of school 
• Make time to attend concerts and athletic competitions 
• Talk about the importance of developing and sustaining friendships through extracurricular activities 

Helping them learn more about what they enjoy shows them that you value their interests and, by 
extension, that you value them. This will help you better communicate with your child. 


