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MESSAGE TO STUDENTS AND PARENTS 
 

Duplin County High Schools offer a comprehensive and flexible curriculum in an effort to meet the needs 

of all students.  All Duplin County High Schools offer a strong academic program that will meet the 

college entrance requirements at any college or university in the nation.  A career and technical education 

program is offered to prepare for entry-level technical careers and for more specialized education at 

community and technical colleges.  Special programs are offered for properly-identified exceptional 

children in the areas of gifted/talented, learning disabled, mentally handicapped, multiple handicapped, 

hearing impaired, visually impaired, speech impaired, and homebound.  Academic interventions are 

offered for students who may struggle to show proficiency in content standards.  

 

With the wide variety of course offerings, a great deal of forethought and planning is necessary to achieve 

maximum benefit.  Counselors and teachers at the school assist students in preparing schedules that will 

meet their future needs.  Parents and students are encouraged to consult the school counselors concerning 

any questions they have about program planning. 

 

This guide has been prepared to assist parents and students in selecting the appropriate high school 

programs.  Please read the booklet carefully and become thoroughly familiar with all of the 

resources offered.  The courses selected will vitally affect career choices after high school.  All high 

schools in Duplin County use Futures for Kids (www.f4k.org) to assist in course selections. 

 

Duplin County Schools is committed to the policy of non-discrimination on the basis of age, sex, race, 

religion, color, national origin, handicapping condition, creed, political affiliation, or any other issues 

based on Title VI, Title IX, Section 504, or Title II ADA.  Every effort is made to identify and to locate 

students who may have disabilities in order to provide them with a free and appropriate education.  All 

parents or guardians of such students have the right to request evaluations and accommodations for their 

children.  Please contact your child’s local school 504 coordinator for information or the district level 504 

coordinator Tony Jones at (910) 296-1521. 

 

McKinney-Vento Homelessness Act applies to children and youth in school age 21 and under, consistent 

with their eligibility for public education services under state and federal law.  For exceptional children, 

federal law requires the right to access services until age 22. 

 

 

http://www.f4k.org/
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Duplin County Schools Mission and Goals 
The mission of Duplin County Schools is to work collaboratively with the community to prepare all 

students for career, college, and life success. The Duplin County Schools Strategic Plan goals, as aligned 

with the NC State Board of Education goals, are as follows: 

 

Goal 1: Student academic success for every Pre-K – 13 student is a priority for all Duplin County 

Schools. 

Goal 2: All students will receive a personalized education, through access to STEM, career, college, 

and digital learning. 

Goal 3: Every student will be instructed and supported by excellent and innovative leaders, teacher, 

and personnel. 

Goal 4: Develop and maintain strategic partnerships supported by 21st Century financial, business, 

and technology systems. 
Goal 5: Provide safe and nurturing facilities for all Pre-K – 13 students and staff. 

 
 

 

High School Graduation Requirements 
The following are requirements to graduate from all Duplin County High Schools 

 

Course and Credit Requirements:  Students must meet the course and credit requirements listed in 

charts on pages 6-7, as well as successful CPR instruction. 

 

End-of-Course Test Requirements:  NC Math I, Biology, and English II (Each EOC counts 25% of a 

student’s final grade and students may not be exempted from any state required EOC) 

 
Graduation Project Requirements:  Duplin County Schools requires successful completion of a 

graduation project.  The project is designed to engage all students in a self-directed and meaningful 

learning experience.  The graduation project includes four components: a research paper, a portfolio, a 

product and a presentation.  More information is available at each high school. 

 

Local Requirements:  Students must meet any local graduation requirements as adopted by the Duplin 

County Board of Education. 

 

 

 

 

High School Courses Completed in Middle School 
Students meeting the established criteria may be eligible to receive high school credit for specific high 

school courses taken in middle school.  The following courses are approved to be taken in middle school:  

English, Foreign Language, Mathematics, Social Studies and Science.  Upon successful completion of 

high school courses in middle school, students will receive credit toward high school graduation.  

However, the student’s GPA will only be computed with the courses taken during the high school years. 
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Early Graduation  
Early graduates are students who complete all local and state graduation requirements (28 credits) prior to 

completing the traditional eight semesters of high school.  Approval by the principal and the 

Superintendent is also required.  Students interested in applying for early graduation should see their 

school counselor for more information. 

 

Credit by Demonstrated Mastery 
Credit by Demonstrated mastery (CDM) provides the opportunity for all high school students in NC to 

personalize and accelerate their learning by earning course credit through a demonstration of mastery of 

course content without the requirement of specific seat-time.  Students are required to complete a two-

phase process in order to demonstrate the “mastery” and command of course content.  CDM is available 

to all high school students.  Interested students should see their school counselor for more information.  

 

 

Promotion and Graduation Requirements 

 

Grade Level Requirement 
To be a Sophomore 6 credits including English I and Math I 

To be a Junior 13 credits including English II 

To be a Senior 20 credits including English III 

To graduate 28 credits (meeting local and state requirements) 

Note:  Transfer students will have their course credits evaluated by the principal. 

 

 

 

North Carolina Future-Ready Core Course of Study 
The North Carolina State Board of Education and Duplin County Board of Education has approved two 

Future-Ready Courses of study that prepares all students for career and college readiness.  The charts on 

pages 6-7 outline the course requirements for NC Future-Ready Core Course of Study and the NC Future-

Ready Occupational Course of Study.  In rare circumstances, a Reduced Credit High School Diploma 

option may be considered for at-risk students who are experiencing difficulty meeting the local 

requirement of elective credits for graduation.  High School students also have the opportunity to earn one 

or more diploma endorsements identifying a particular area of focused study.  Students and parents may 

contact the school counselor for more information. 

 
 

 

Exceptional Children 
In addition to the Future-Ready Courses of Study, all high schools in Duplin County provide instruction 

for students who have special education needs.  Each high school offers a full continuum of services for 

students who qualify to receive special education and/or related services.  For students with disabilities, 

all services are specified through the Individualized Education Plan (IEP). 
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NC Future-Ready Core Course of Study 

For students entering high school in or after 2013-2014 

 
Courses 

Required* 

State Requirements Local 

Requirements 

English 4 sequential (English I, II, III, and IV) 4 

Mathematics 4 (NC Math 1, 2, and 3 and a fourth math course aligned with the 

student’s post-high school plans)** 

  

(A principal may recommend to exempt a student from this math 

sequence.  Exempt students will be required to pass NC Math 1 and 

2 and two other application-based math courses or selected CTE 

courses, as identified on the NC DPI math options chart.)*** 

4 

Science 3 (a physical science course, Biology, and earth/environmental 

science) 

3 

Social Studies 4 (including American History: Founding Principles, Civics and 

Economics; American History Parts I and II ; and World 

History)**** 

4 

Health/P.E. 1  1 

Electives 6 (2 electives must be any combination of Career and Technical 

Education, Arts Education, or World Language; 4 must be from one 

of the following:  Career and Technical Education, J.R.O.T.C., Arts 

Education, or any other subject area or cross-disciplinary course.  A 

four-course concentration is recommended.)***** 

6 A four course 

concentration with 

one second-level 

(advanced) course is 

required. 

Other Electives  6 additional 

electives from the 

DCS’s course 

catalog. 

Arts education is 

recommended as 

one choice. 

Other  Graduation Project 

(paper, product, 

portfolio, and 

presentation) is 

required in 

adherence with N.C. 

guidelines. 

Total Credits 22 28 

* Certain International Baccalaureate (IB) and Advanced Placement (AP) courses will satisfy specific 

graduation requirements.  See SBE Policy GRAD-008.   

** Students entering ninth grade for the first time prior to the 2014-15 school year have alternate math 

course options.  See SBE Policy GRAD-004. 

*** Students seeking to complete minimum course requirements for UNC universities must complete 

four mathematics courses, including a fourth math course with Math III as a prerequisite.  

**** American History:  Founding Principles, Civics and Economics must follow the North Carolina 

Standard Course of Study (NCSCOS) in its entirety and may not be satisfied by an AP/IB course, dual 

enrollment, or any other course that does not fully address the NCSCOS 

***** Students seeking to complete minimum course requirements for UNC universities must complete 

two years of a second language. 
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NC Future-Ready Occupational Course of Study 
 

Courses 

Required 

State Requirements Local 

Requirements 

English 4 (including English I, II, III, and IV)  

Mathematics 3 (including Introduction to Math , Math I, and Financial 

Management) 

 

Science 2 (including Applied Science and Biology)  

Social Studies 2 (including American History I and II)  

Health/P.E. 1   

Career/Technical 4 (Vocational Education electives)  

Occupational 

Preparation 

6 (including Occupational Preparation I, II, III, and IV, which 

require 150 hours of school-based training, 225 hours of 

community-based training, and 225 hours of paid 

employment*) 

 

Electives 0  

Other 

Requirements 

• Completion of IEP objectives 

• Career Portfolio 

 

Total Credits 22  
 

* Paid employment is the expectation; however, when paid employment is not available, 225 hours of 

unpaid vocational training, unpaid internship experience, paid employment at community rehabilitation 

facilities, and volunteer and/or community service hours may substitute for 225 hours of paid 

employment.   
 

 

North Carolina Career and College Promise 
 

In January of 2012, the North Carolina Career and College Promise replaced Huskins, Concurrent 

Enrollment, and Learn and Earn Online dual enrollment programs.  Now there are three distinct pathways 

available to motivated high school students seeking a head start on college and career training.  For more 

information on North Carolina’s Career and College Promise, visit the website at 

http://www.ncpublicschools.org/ccp/, see the high school counselor, and/or review Board Policy 3101 

(Dual Enrollment). 

 
 

Career and College Promise Pathways 

 
Career Technical Education Pathway 

High school juniors and seniors have the opportunity to enroll in Career Technical courses/pathways that 

align with their individual career goals. 

 

College Transfer Pathway 

High school juniors and seniors have the opportunity to complete 30 transferable credit hours of core 

general education classes required for a four-year degree. 

 

Cooperative Innovative High School (Early College) Pathway 

This pathway provides the opportunity to earn a high school diploma and up to two years of college credit 

within five years. 

    

http://www.ncpublicschools.org/ccp/
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DUPLIN EARLY COLLEGE HIGH SCHOOL 
 

Duplin Early College High School is located on the campus of James Sprunt Community College in 

Kenansville, NC. This autonomous school produces college-ready students prepared for a globally 

competitive world with an emphasis in the areas of science, technology, engineering and math. School 

staff purposely create a nurturing environment where excellence is the norm by getting to know the 

students well and promoting interdependence and collaboration through project-based learning 

experiences. Staff believe that all students can be held to rigorous academic and community 

commitments. Students at DECHS have the opportunity to experience an enriched, project-based 

curriculum and graduate in five years with a high school diploma and an associate’s degree or up to two 

years of college credit. 

 

Eighth grade students interested in applying to attend Duplin Early College High will receive information 

in the spring semester of their eighth grade year.  Interested students must complete an application that 

includes written responses and teacher recommendations.  Applicants will be required to attend an 

interview to determine the final student selections. 

 

 

 

 

 

Additional Opportunities 

 
• Advance Placement (AP) Courses - AP courses are offered at JKHS, EDHS, NDJS and WRH.  

AP courses are specifically designed for students who are ready for the rigors of college level 

work.  Students must be dedicated to devoting a significant amount of time studying outside of 

the classroom in order to be successful.  Any student, who successfully completes an AP course, 

may be eligible to obtain college credit of their coursework.  All students enrolled in AP courses 

are expected to take the AP exams.  College credit may be earned by attaining the required scores 

on the AP exams.  Students should consult with their counselors or the college of their interest to 

determine the exam score required to receive college credit.  For more information on AP course 

information, please visit the College Board website at www.collegeboard.org 

•  North Carolina Virtual Public School (NCVPS) - NCVPS is the leader in providing virtual 

learning opportunities to students in middle and high school.  Numerous courses are offered in the 

following areas:  Advanced Placement (AP), Honors, Traditional, and Occupational Course of 

Study (OCS) blended course offerings.  All NCVPS courses are taught by highly qualified, 

licensed teachers.  For more information on NCVPS, please visit their website at www.ncvps.org 

• North Carolina School of Science and Math (NCSSM) – NCSSM is the world’s first public, 
residential high school for juniors and seniors that provide students with a specialized curriculum 

in the areas of math, science, and technology.  For more information on NCSSM, please visit 

their website at www.ncssm.edu  

• Repeating a Course for Credit – As provided by the State Board of Education and the Duplin 

County Board of Education, high school students may repeat a course they fail and replace their 

original grade.  Under certain circumstances, a high school student may also repeat a course for 

which they already received credit and replace their original grade.  For more information, please 

see the school counselor and/or review Board Policy 3420 (Student Promotion and 

Accountability). 

 

http://www.collegeboard.org/
http://www.ncvps.org/
http://www.ncssm.edu/
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Testing in North Carolina 

End of Course Tests (EOC) 

End of Course tests are state mandated tests given in the following courses:  NC Math I, English II and 

Biology.  The EOC test grade counts 25% of the students’ final grade in the course.  Students are required 

to take the test and may not be exempted from any state mandated EOC. 

NC Final Exams 

NC Final Exams are common exams that measure student learning in non-EOC courses.  NC Final Exams 

are required by NC and no student may be exempt from a Final Exam.  The exam score counts 25% of the 

students’ final grade in the course. 

Career and Technical Educational (CTE) Assessments 

The CTE program of study requires testing in all CTE courses.  Students enrolled in CTE courses are 

required to take the corresponding CTE Post-Assessment.   This assessment is administered as the 

students’ final exam, counting 25% of their final grade in the course. 

PreACT and ACT 

The PreACT is a college readiness assessment/benchmark taken by 10th graders as required by the state 

of NC and helps students practice for the ACT test experience and empowers them with valuable data and 

insights..  The ACT is a college admissions test taken by 11th graders as required by the state of NC.  For 

more information on the ACT, please visit the website www.actstudent.org 

PSAT 

The PSAT, Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test, provides students with a valuable testing opportunity 

and offers specific feedback on test results.  Students in the 10th grade take the PSAT and it is only 

offered in October of each year. 

ACT and SAT 

The ACT and/or SAT are college admissions tests.  You can find more information about these tests by 

visiting the ACT website at www.actstudent.org or the SAT website at www.collegeboard.org                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.actstudent.org/
http://www.actstudent.org/
http://www.collegeboard.org/
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Duplin Career Academies 
Duplin County Schools, in partnership with James Sprunt Community College, 

offer students the opportunity to pursue advanced credits through 

participation in career academies.  Career academies are organized as 

small learning communities combining academic and career technical 

education courses into career themed curricula.  Students enrolling in 

the academies complete high school graduation requirements while having the 

opportunity to take community college courses during their junior and senior years 

of high school.  Academy students also have the opportunity to experience job 

shadowing, mentoring, career development and work-based learning activities 

while participating in the program. Proper course selections, as well as sustained 

academic progress, enables students the opportunity to take prescribed community 

college courses while in high school.   Students currently have the opportunity to 

pursue entrance into four academy programs: Agribusiness, Computer Information 

Technology, Diesel Technology, Health Sciences (focusing on medical assisting) 

and teacher academies.   

Duplin Career Academies offer the following components: 

• Several classes or disciplines offered primarily to academy students 

• A team of teachers focused on the mission of the academy program 

• Voluntary enrollment by students who wish to focus on their chosen 

academy course of study 

• Opportunities for academy students to engage in elective courses and other 

school activities 

• Summer enrichment programs aligned to the goals of the career academies 

• An opportunity for academy students to complete graduation requirements in 

four years and take courses for college credit while in high school 

 

For more information and to download an application packet please visit our 

website at: http://www.duplinschools.net/Page/10737 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.duplinschools.net/Page/10737
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Frequently Asked Questions  

 

What is the mission of the Duplin Career Academies? 

The mission of the academies is to provide rigorous academic instruction in the areas of 

agriculture, health sciences, teaching and business to prepare students for the 21st century and to 

compete in the global market. 

Why was the decision made to offer these programs now? 

If our students are to remain competitive in the global market, preparation must begin now to 

direct them in the path that will prepare them with skills and academics that they need to be 

competitive in the 21st century. By partnering with James Sprunt Community College students 

will have the opportunity to take classes on their campus to create a seamless transition from 

high school to college in their chosen field of study.  

When can students sign up for an academy? 

Students are eligible to apply for entrance into the following established academies from the 

beginning of the 9th grade year until the start of the 2nd semester of the sophomore year: 

Agribusiness  

Computer Information Technology 

Health Sciences (Medical Assisting) 

Teacher Academy 

Leadership Academy 

In order to apply, applications can be found on the Duplin County Schools website under the 

department of Career Technical Education.  It is listed as Duplin Career Academies Application 

Packet.    

How can I be a part of the Diesel Technology Academy?   

  Students who wish to be a part of the Diesel Technology Academy are not required to fill out an 

application.  To make sure that you are in the academy complete the following steps: 

• Download the Diesel Technology Academy matrix off of our website at 

http://www.duplinschools.net/Page/15524 . 

• Let your high school counselor and/or Career Development Coordinator know that you 

want to be a part of the Diesel Technology Academy so that they can assist you in setting 

up your schedule and four-year plan to meet the high school/ community college 

requirements listed on the matrix.  

• Upon graduation enroll in James Sprunt Community College and let them know that you 

have completed the Diesel Technology Academy and would like to finish your AAS 

degree/diploma.   

 
 

 

 

http://www.duplinschools.net/Page/15524
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What will be the focus of the Agricultural Academy? 

Through the cooperative efforts between James Sprunt Community College and the Duplin 

County Schools we will develop leaders in the agribusiness industry through a focused 

environment that allows students to explore production of food, fuel, and fiber. These rigorous 

academic studies will enable students pursuing agribusiness careers an opportunity to be 

competitive in a global market. 

What will be the focus of the Business Academy? 

Study in the Computer Information Technology Academy will enable students to prepare for 

careers in technology.  Students will complete a common curriculum at the high school and will 

opt to follow a networking track or a computer application track at James Sprunt Community 

College.  These studies will allow students to compete in a global economy. 

What will be the focus of the Teacher Academy? 

Study in the Teacher Academy will focus student’s career paths toward the field of education.  

Students will complete the future ready core high school requirements and complete their career 

path in the college transfer core 44 track.  Teacher academy students will be required to take 

teacher cadet I and II for early exposure to the classroom and basics of being an educator.   

Will my child follow the same course of study as other ninth grade students? 

All ninth grade students will follow the North Carolina Future Ready Core course of study 

(COS).  The academy students COS will only be different when it comes to their elective choices 

for their chosen academy. 

What are the benefits for students to enter an academy? 

Students will have a focused career pathway with smaller class sizes in organized groups.  Also, 

they will have the opportunity to experience job-shadowing, mentoring, and other career 

development and work based learning activities.  Finally, students will achieve their associate’s 

degree from James Sprunt Community College within one year after graduating high school or 

will have transfer credits toward a four-year degree.   

How can I find out more information about this program? 

Contact your middle school counselor or high school career development counselor for more 

details. 

How can a student sign up for an academy? 

To download an application visit the academies website at 

http://www.duplinschools.net/Page/10737 or obtain an application from your counselor.  

If a student enrolls in either academy can they withdraw from the academy? 

Yes, under certain circumstances students enrolled in an academy can withdraw from the 

academy.  This is determined on a one on one basis.    

All courses and programs are open to all students without regard to race, gender, handicap, 

national origin, or religious preference.  All inquiries should be directed to the Title IX 

Coordinator at 910-296-6642, Section 504 Coordinator at 910-296-6092, or by mail at P.O. Box 

128, Kenansville, NC 28349. 

 

 

 
 

 

http://www.duplinschools.net/Page/10737
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NORTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION  

HIGH SCHOOL ENDORSEMENTS  
Based on State Board of Education Policy GCS-L-007 

 
Students enrolled in North Carolina high schools shall have the opportunity to earn Endorsements to 
their High School Diploma that identify a particular area of focused study, beginning with the 

graduating class of 2014-2015. The earning of endorsements shall be based on the following criteria:  

A. Students shall meet all requirements set forth in State Board Policy GCS-N-004 “State 

Graduation Requirements” related to earning a high school diploma. 

B. Students may earn a Career Endorsement, a College Endorsement, a College/UNC 

Endorsement, a North Carolina Academic Scholars Endorsement, and/or a Global Languages 

Endorsement. 

C. The requirements for earning these endorsements are defined below:  

1) Career Endorsement:  
a) Except as limited by N.C.G.S. §115C-81(b), the student shall complete the Future-

Ready Core mathematics sequence of Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II, Math I, II, 

III or Integrated Math I, II, III and a fourth mathematics course aligned with the 

student’s post-secondary plans. Acceptable fourth math courses for the Career 

Endorsement include any math course that may be used to meet NC high school 

graduation requirements, including applied math courses found in the Career and 

Technical Education (CTE) domain.   

b) The student shall complete a CTE concentration in one of the approved CTE 
Cluster areas (http://www.ncpublicschools.org/cte/curriculum/):  

   -  Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources   

   -  Architecture and Construction   

   -  Arts, A/V Technology and Communications   

   -  Business, Management and Administration   

   -  Education and Training   

   -  Finance   

   -  Government and Public Administration   

   -  Health Science   

   -  Hospitality and Tourism   

   -  Human Services   

   -  Information Technology   

   -  Law, Public Safety, Corrections and Security   

   -  Manufacturing   

   -  Marketing, Sales and Service   

   -  Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics   

   -  Transportation, Distribution and Logistics   

c) The student shall earn an unweighted grade point average of at least 2.6.  
d) The student shall earn at least one industry-recognized credential. Earned 

credentials can include Career Readiness Certificates (CRC) at the Silver level or 

above from WorkKeys assessments OR another appropriate industry 

credential/certification.  
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2) College Endorsement:  
a) The student shall complete the Future-Ready Core mathematics sequence of 

Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II, Math I, II, III or Integrated Math I, II, III; and a 

fourth mathematics course aligned with the student’s post-secondary plans. The 

fourth math course must meet University of North Carolina system Minimum 

Admission Requirements or be acceptable for earning placement in a credit-

bearing college math class under the North Carolina Community College System’s 

Multiple Measures Placement policy.  

b) The student shall earn an unweighted grade point average of at least 2.6.  

3) College/UNC Endorsement:  
a) The student shall complete the Future-Ready Core mathematics sequence of 

Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II, Math I, II, III or Integrated Math I, II, III and a 

fourth mathematics course that meets University of North Carolina system 

Minimum Admission Requirements that include a mathematics course with either 

Algebra II, Math III or Integrated Mathematics III as a pre- requisite;  

b) The student shall complete three units of science including at least one physical 

science with a lab, one life science and one additional science course; (Note: NC’s 
physical science course counts towards this requirement).  

c) The student shall complete U.S. History or equivalent coursework;  

d) The student shall complete two units of a world language (other than English);  

e) Students shall earn a weighted grade point average of at least 2.5.  

4) North Carolina Academic Scholars Endorsement:  

a) The student shall complete the Future-Ready Core mathematics sequence of Math 

I, II, III; Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II; or Integrated Math I, II, III and a fourth 

mathematics course that meets University of North Carolina system Minimum 

Course Requirements that include a mathematics course with either Math III, 

Algebra II, or Integrated Mathematics III as a pre- requisite.  

b) The student shall complete three units of science including an 

Earth/Environmental science course, Biology, and at least one physical science 

course that must include either physics or chemistry.  

c) For students entering ninth grade prior to 2012-13, the student shall complete three 
units of social studies including U.S. History, World History, and Civics and 

Economics. For students entering ninth grade in 2012-13 or later, the student shall 

complete four units of social studies including World History, American History: 

Founding Principles, Civics and Economics, American History I and American 

History II.  

d) The student shall complete two units of a world language (other than English).  

e) The student shall complete four elective credits in any one subject area, such as 

Career and Technical Education (CTE), JROTC, Arts Education, World 

Languages, or in another content area. 

f) The student shall have completed at least three higher-level courses during junior 
and/or senior years which carry quality points such as Advanced Placement, 

International Baccalaureate or Dual Enrollment courses; Advanced CTE and CTE 

credentialing courses; honors level courses, or Project Lead the Way courses.  

g) The student shall earn an unweighted grade point average of at least 3.50.  
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5) Global Languages Endorsement:  

a) The student shall earn a combined unweighted 2.5 GPA or above for the four 

English Language Arts courses required for graduation.  

b) The student shall establish proficiency in one or more languages in addition to 

English, using one of the options outlined below and in accordance with the 

guidelines developed by the North Carolina Department of Public Instruction.  

i. Pass an external exam approved by the North Carolina Department of 

Public Instruction establishing “Intermediate Low” proficiency or higher 

per the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages 

(ACTFL) proficiency scale.  

ii. Complete a four-course sequence of study in the same world language, 

earning an overall unweighted GPA of 2.5 or above in those courses. 

iii. Establish “Intermediate Low” proficiency or higher per the ACTFL 

proficiency scale using the Credit by Demonstrated Mastery policy 

described in GCS-M-001.  

c) Limited English Proficiency students shall complete all the requirements of 

sections 5a and 5b above and reach “Developing” proficiency per the World- 

Class Instructional Design and Assessment (WIDA) proficiency scale in all four 

domains on the most recent state identified English language proficiency test.  

D. Students may earn more than one Endorsement. 

E. Students are not required to earn an Endorsement in order to receive a diploma. 

F. The implementation of this policy is required for all Local Education Agency high schools. 

This policy is optional for charter school boards of directors.  

Based on March 2016 revisions  
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 College Admissions Requirements 

 

Students who are planning to attend college after graduation from high school should consult with their 

school counselors and/or college admission officials concerning the requirements for admission.  Students 

may also review the individual websites for the college of their choice.  Listed below are links to college 

in the UNC system: 

• Appalachian State University- www.appstate.edu 

• East Carolina University – www.ecu.edu 

• Elizabeth City State University – www.ecsu.edu 

• Fayetteville State University – www.uncfsu.edu 

• North Carolina Agricultural and Technical State University – www.ncat.edu  

• North Carolina Central University – www.nccu.edu 

• North Carolina School of the Arts – www.uncsa.edu 

• North Carolina State University – www.ncsu.edu 

• University of North Asheville – www.unca.edu 

• University of North Carolina Chapel Hill – www.unc.edu 

• University of North Carolina Charlotte – www.uncc.edu 

• University of North Carolina Greensboro – www.uncg.edu 

• University of North Carolina Pembroke – www.uncp.edu  

• University of North Carolina Wilmington – www.uncw.edu 

• Western Carolina University – www.wcu.edu 

• Winston-Salem State University – www.edu.wssu  

http://www.appstate.edu/
http://www.ecu.edu/
http://www.ecsu.edu/
http://www.uncfsu.edu/
http://www.ncat.edu/
http://www.nccu.edu/
http://www.uncsa.edu/
http://www.ncsu.edu/
http://www.unca.edu/
http://www.unc.edu/
http://www.uncc.edu/
http://www.uncg.edu/
http://www.uncp.edu/
http://www.uncw.edu/
http://www.wcu.edu/
http://www.edu.wssu/
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Planning for College 

 
9TH GRADE 

 

 Think seriously about colleges that you would like to attend.  Write to them and/or visit to learn 

about specific academic requirements for admission.  Plan your high school course work accordingly.  

A four-year course of study that shows all of the courses you plan to take during high school will be 

developed.  A thoughtful plan ensures that you will not be “caught short” at the end of your senior 

year. 

Your freshman year is a good time to begin to get involved in some school and club activities.  

Please plan to keep a record of all the extracurricular activities and community activities that you are 

involved with in a separate notebook.  Since you may not be with your very closest middle and 

elementary school friends, this is an excellent opportunity to meet new people and develop new 

interests that may last a lifetime.  Choose activities you like best and work to be a good member of 

the team or club 

 

10TH GRADE 

 

Your primary efforts in 10th grade should be to work hard, learn all that you can, and make the 

very best grades you are capable of making.  If you are taking, or have taken, Math II, you will take 

the North Carolina Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test 

(PSAT) at no charge.  Any student planning to attend college is strongly encouraged to register for 

the PSAT.  These additional practices should strengthen your test-taking skills as you prepare for the 

SAT (Scholastic Aptitude Test).  Continue to seek leadership opportunities in the school and 
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community.  Seek advice from your school counselor and teachers.  Continue to log your 

extracurricular and community activities in a special notebook. 

 

11TH GRADE 

 

Once you have determined which colleges you are seriously interested in attending, as well as 

which ones are within your academic ability range, begin to gather information from these 

institutions.  Write for you own catalogs or request information from the school counselor.  Catalogs 

and videos are available in the Counselor's Office or the Media Center.  Check the various web sites 

on the Internet for college information regarding college admission and financial aid. Continue to be 

involved in extracurricular and community activities and be sure to log the activities in your 

notebook. 

If you plan to compete for the National Merit Scholarship, you must pay the fee to take the PSAT 

again in the 11th grade even if you took the state required free PSAT in the 10th grade.  In addition, 

you are encouraged to take the SAT in the spring of your junior year so you will be ready to apply to 

college or for scholarships at the beginning of your senior year.  You may want to consider taking the 

SAT several times to obtain the best possible score.  Additionally, all 11th graders are required to take 

the ACT in March. 

 

12TH GRADE 

 

TIME TO MAKE DECISIONS. You should begin to send applications to colleges of your 

choice as soon as possible.  Some colleges have early admission deadlines, and it is very important 

that you meet these deadlines.  If your SAT and/or ACT scores do not meet college guidelines, you 

should take it again. You need to check the announcements and bulletin boards every day to receive 

current information about scholarships, financial aid, special programs, and general college 

information.  It is important to have all of your extracurricular activities up to date in your notebook 

so that it can be easily transferred to your high school transcript and college applications. 
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