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Teacher Observation/ Self-Evaluation Instrument 

 Assessing Implementation of WIDA Standards and Best Practice in the Field of ESL 

Teacher Name:  Observed by: 

Date:  Time: 

Grade level: Proficiency levels: 

WIDA Standard(s):  (Circle all that apply) 
The Language of Language Arts, 
The Language of Math, The Language of Science, 
The Language of Social Studies, Social and 
Instructional Language 
 

Domain(s) addressed:  (circle all that apply) 
Listening 
Speaking 
Reading 
Writing 

Specific Language Objective(s): 
Addressing: (circle all that apply) 
Linguistic Complexity 
Vocabulary Usage 
Language Control 

NCSCOS topic(s): 

 
1= not observed or practiced at this time 
2= observed/practiced to some degree (but with room for improvement)  
3= clearly and consistently observed/practiced 
4= the teacher is a model for others in this area and could be used to train other teachers in this facet of ESL instruction.  

 
Best Practice in General: 

Observations /Reflections 1 2 3 4 Comments 

Instruction reflects effective practice in general. (For 
example: The lesson is well-designed, students are 
challenged, activities are structured, relevant, 
purposeful, and appropriate for students’ levels of 
readiness, the lesson addresses different learning 
styles, and feedback is timely and appropriate). 

     

Students are aware of expectations in the course 
and/or lesson. 

     

Teacher demonstrates enthusiasm.      

Students from all backgrounds are treated equally- with 
respect, consideration, and high expectations. 

     

Teacher integrates diverse technologies to enhance 
language learning. 

     

Teacher recognizes “teachable moments”, adapts to 
new situations that arise, and accepts correct 
alternative answers. 
 

     

There is continuity between lessons.  Students are 
constantly revisiting what they have previously learned 
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and seeing how it applies to each new situation. 
 

Teacher uses data to plan for instruction.      

General Best Practice Totals     = _______ (category total) 

 

Best Practice in ESL: 

Observations/ Reflections 1 2 3 4 Comments 

Teacher shows an understanding of the subject matter 
being taught (the English language: standard 
pronunciation and intonation, grammar, spelling, 
idiomatic expressions, etc… 
 

     

Teacher gives immediate feedback on students’ 
questions and errors.  Teacher knows what to correct 
and what to ignore, gives effective encouragement, and 
promotes self-correction. 
 

     

Teacher uses effective voice, body language, gestures 
and cues.  
 

     

The classroom environment is conducive to language 
learning with a low affective filter.  
 

     

The lesson flows smoothly, with elements of language 
instruction flowing seamlessly from one domain to the 
next and from teacher-led to student-led activities and 
products/projects. 
 

     

Teacher makes an effort to build upon prior knowledge 
(including the first language) and experiences of 
students and seeks to create this background 
knowledge when there is none. 
 

     

Students are encouraged to communicate with one 
another and with the teacher in the target language. 
 

     

Each of the four domains is being addressed in the 
lesson, though one may receive more emphasis than 
the others. 
 

     

It is apparent that the lesson is language driven instead 
of content driven. 
 

     

Students are given a chance to share their learning with      
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the teacher, one another, and with their other non ELL 
peers. 
 

Language Objective being taught is aligned with 
individual student needs as opposed to being selected 
simply because it “goes” well with some topic being 
taught in the regular classroom. 
 

     

The NCSCOS topic being addressed has yet to be 
taught—it is coming up in the near future.  Students are 
being prepared before the lesson as opposed to being 
remediated afterward. 
 

     

Teacher is part of a PLC that meets regularly to discuss 
ELL student needs and progress. 

     

When research provides little guidance, the teacher 
takers the initiative to try to find what works for his/her 
students, reflects upon the results, and implements 
finding into future instruction. 

     

ESL Best Practice Totals     = _______ (category total) 

 

 

WIDA  Standards Implementation (not addressed elsewhere): 

Observations/Reflections 1 2 3 4 Comments 

Academic language is emphasized (in addition to 
conversational language when appropriate). 
 

     

Teachers use a variety of supports (sensory, graphic, 
and interactive) to make content accessible to students. 
 

     

The WIDA Standard(s) being addressed is/are apparent 
to the students and any onlookers. 
 

     

The teacher addresses all types of language objectives 
at some point (though not necessarily in the same 
lesson): linguistic complexity, language control, and 
vocabulary usage. 
 

     

Students are being asked to do tasks consistent with 
their proficiency levels (see CAN-DO Descriptors) and 
are challenged by asking them to do tasks from the next 
level as well. 
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Teachers ask students to think critically and then 
provide appropriate tasks and supports for them to be 
able communicate those ideas (regardless of language 
proficiency). 
 

     

WIDA Implementation Totals     =________ (category total) 

 

Total Score:  _______       Goal Score:  84   (or other :____________) 

 

To be completed by teacher: 

Areas I want to improve upon before my next visit: 

 

 

 

 

I am really proud of: 

 

 

 

Other  Comments? : 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ESL Teacher_________________________________________   Date _____________________ 

Observer___________________________________________    Date_____________________ 


