
My Listening Competencies 

# Specific Skill Course/ 

Week 

Int roduced 

Date 

mastered 

Teacher 

Signature 

1 Recognize spoken letters of the alphabet 1-1   

2 Recognize spoken cardinal and ordinal numbers 1-1   

3 Recognize/respond to basic survival vocabulary, greetings, and 
polite expressions 

1-1   

4 Follow simple one-step directions  1-2   

5 Respond to body language, simple requests for repetition 
appropriately  
 

1-1   

6 Respond to  simple questions in familiar contexts 1-1   

7 Recognize/respond to greetings and polite expressions in routine 
and familiar settings 

1-1   

8 Recognize key vocabulary in guided, planned classroom 
conversations 

1-1   

9 Recognize/respond to alternative forms of basic questions in 
familiar contexts 

1-13   

10 Follow simple multi-step directions and instructions 1-13   

11 Recognize/respond to some common idioms 
 

   

12 Respond to simple requests for clarification  1-10   

13 Respond to statements, questions, and commands containing  some 
expanded vocabulary 
 

1-13   

14 Respond to simple social conversation in familiar contexts (e.e., 
shopping, employment, school) 

1-13   

15 Listen in order to identify simple information from a conversation 
or in familiar contexts 
 

1-13   

16 Use context clues to get main ideas and to identify details 
 

1-13   

17 Recognize a variety of expressions indicating lack of understanding 
when in a conversation 
 

2-1   

18 Recognize examples of formal vs informal language use 2-2   

19 Distinguish between facts and opinions in a conversation 2-2   

20 Respond to requests for elaboration to show they have understood 
 

2-1   

21 Identify key information/details in a description 
 

2-1   

22 Follow complex multi-step directions and instructions related to 
academic topics 

2-4   

23 Recognize and respond to conversational openers/closures and 
polite expresssions as used by native speakers (e.g., ―I have to get 
going‖, ―I’d rather not‖, ―How about…?‖) 
 

2-9   

24 Recognize/respond to figurative languagein familiar and academic 
situations, inferring meaning when the idiom is unknown 
 

2-1   

 Current Total Skills Evidenced    

 

12 or more Skills?—You might be ready for ESL 2 

 

22 or more?- You might be ready for English 1 

  



My Speaking Competencies 

 

15 or more skills?   You might be ready for ESL 2. 

30 or more skills?   You might be ready for English 1. 

# Specific Skill Course/ 

Week 

int roduced 

Date of 

evidence 

Teacher Signature 

1 Name individual letters to spell words  1-1   

2 Use cardinal numbers correctly 1-1   

3 Use ordinal numbers correctly 1-2   

4 Greet others using appropriate forms  1-1   

5 Use basic vocabulary for social interactions 1-3   

6 Ask simple questions 1-4   

7 Produce simple statements  1-4   

8 Express lack of understanding 1-1   

9 Answer simple questions in a familiar situation with one-two 

word answers  

1-1   

10 Ask for repetition (What?  Today?) 1-10   

11 Respond appropriately to greetings and introductions 1-1   

12 Answer simple questions in familiar situations with short 

phrases or simple sentences  

1-4   

13 Express likes and dislikes  1-10   

14 Give simple instructions and directions  1-3   

15 Participate in short conversations on everyday activities using 
appropriate conversation skills and monitoring for listener 

comprehension 

1-10   

16 Use simple expressions to express opinions. 1-14   

17 Express agreement/disagreement and 
satisfaction/dissatisfaction. 

1-14   

18 Retell a simple story. 1-13   

19 Ask for clarification or elaboration  1-15   

20 Produce statements, questions, and commands in less familiar 

contexts and with some detail 

2-1   

21 Ask and answer questions using complete sentences 1-10   

22 Provide simple descriptions 1-13   

23 Provide factual information  1-13   

24 Demonstrate conversation management techniques such as 

interrupting, ―turn -taking,‖ and body language  

1-10   

25 Express Regret 1-17   

26 Use the appropriate language to issue an invitation, formally 

and informally 

2-13   

27 Use appropriate language in both informal and formal 

situations. 

2-5   

28 Explain concepts/ideas in organized manner using examples 

and details. 

1-16   

29 Tell anecdotal stories as part of a conversation.  2-1   

30 Clarify utterances by rewording or repeating in order to be 
understood by general public  

2-2   

31 Use a variety of sentence patterns, new vocabulary, and high-

frequency idioms in spontaneous conversation 

2-11   

32 Use persuasion in coversation  2-12   

33 Defend a position/opinion in a convincing manner 1-17   

34 Negotiate a solution/compromise 2-15   

 Current Total Skills Evidenced    



 

 

 

My Pronunciation Competencies 

# Specific Skill Course/ 

week 

introduced 

Date of 

evidence 

Teacher Signature 

1 Pronunciation of letters, consonant sounds in isolation is 
comprehensible to ESL teacher 

1-2   

2 Pronunciation of letters/consonant sounds  in isolation is 

/would be comprehensible to native speakers 

1-2   

3  Pronunciation of numbers, days, and months is 
comprehensible to ESL teacher. 

1-3   

4 Pronunciation of numbers, days, and months is/would be 

comprehensible to native speakers because individual 
sounds are pronounced in accordance with American 

Standard pronunciation and stress is placed on the 
appropriate syllable (e.g., THIRty vs. thirTEEN) 

1-3   

5 Recognize/reproduce chunks (words that often go 

together) and linking the words together (It’s a _____= Itza 

_________). 

1-4   

6 Recognize/reproduce syllable stress of new vocabulary  1-4   

7 Recognize/reproduce  intonation for yes/no questions 1-4   

8 Recognize/reproduce s-ending sounds: /s/, /z/, /єz/  1-4   

9 Contrast/produce phonemes needed to enhance 

comprehensibility based on learner’s needs/L1  (e.g., /th/ 
vs. /t/ 

1-4   

10 Contrast/produce short and long vowel sounds  1-4   

11 Recognize and reproduce schwa sound used in unstressed 

syllables 

   

12 Recognize/reproduce past –ed ending sounds: /t/, /d/, / 
єd/ 

1-8   

13 Recognize/reproduce shift in meaning when using 

different emphasis in sentence stress (present vs. present 

1-8   

14 Differentiate between questions and statements by 

attending to intonation differences  

1-11   

15 Pronounce key vocabulary (even multi-syllabic words) 

with correct phonemes and stress 

2-1   

16 Apply knowledge of stressed syllables in known words to 

unknown words with some accuracy 

2-6   

 Current Total Skills Evidenced    

 

 

8 or more skills?  You might be ready for ESL 2. 

 15 or more skills?  You might be ready for English 1. 

  



My Grammar Competencies   Important note: Students do not need to know what these skills are called or even have a specific 

lesson on them.  Many of these skills can be taught indirectly by example and checked off as students begin to acquire and ap ply these rules of 

language to their own speech and writing.  Some skills may need to be taught directly but should be integrated into a meaningful task. 

# Specific Skill 
Course/ 

week 

introduced 

Date of 

evidence 

Teacher 

Signature 

1 Subject pronouns 1-1   

2 Simple Yes/no questions in present tense  1-1   

3 Affirmative and negative statements with the verb ―be‖  1-1   

4 Affirmative and negative statements with the verb ―have‖  1-4   

5 Affirmative and negative statements with the verb ―do‖ 1-4   

6 Simple Wh-questions in present tense 1-5   

7 Basic  singular/plural forms (s,es)  1-4   

8 Articles  1-4   

9 Simple learned structures---―It’s Monday.‖  It’s 5 o’clock.‖ 1-3   

10 Affirmative and negative statements with other high frequency and regular verbs 1-8   

11 Simple present tense 1-8   

12 Simple past with high frequency verbs in learned forms 1-8   

13  Beginning Modal auxiliary verbs (e.g., can/have to + verb) 1-8   

14 Singular/ plural- correct forms regular, irregular, count, non-count (y to I, f to v, deer, 
fich , oxen, etc.) 

1-4 ,1-8   

15 Possessive adjectives (e.g., my, your, her, our) 1-6   

16 Prepositions of time and place (e.g., in, on, next to, to the right of) 1-4   

17 Simple frequency adverbs (e.g., always, sometimes, never) 1-7   

18 Simple conjunctions (and,or,but) 1-10   

19 Object pronouns 1-10   

20 Subject-verb agreement 1-4   

21 Adjective before noun 1-5   

22 There is/There are 1-4   

23 Common contractions (it’s, she’s, we’re, isn’t, etc.) 1-4   

24 Demonstrative adjectives ( ―this/these/that/those‖) 1-15   

25 Indefinite articles (some/any, much/many) or when to use NO article 1-13   

26 Simple past of regular verbs and  most common irregular verbs 1-7   

27 Future tense in affirmative and negative statements as well as questions 1-12   

28 Present perfect tense in affirmative and negative statements as well as questions 1-11   

29 Simple modals (e.g., can/could, may/might, shall/should, will/would, must) in 
affirmative and negative aswell as in questions 

1-11   

30 Present progressive in affirmative and negative statements as well as questions 1-7   

31 Comparative and superlative adjectives 1-13   

32 High frequency adverbs (too, enough, very) 1-16   

33 Adverbial form (-ly ending) 2-6   

34 Possessives (Tom’s ball, the teachers’ lounge) 2-8   

35 Conjunctions- and, or, but, yet, either, neither 2-5   

36 Past habitual (used to…) in affirmative and negative statements as well as questions 1-15   

37 Present perfect and contrast with other forms using ―for, since, already, yet‖ 2-10   

38 Past continuous in affirmative and negative statements as well as questions 1-15   

39 More modals (ought to, had better, would rather) 1-17   

40 Conditionals  2-14   

41 Adverbial clauses  2-11   

42 Passive voice 2-11   

43 Reflexive pronouns (myself, herself, etc.) 1-15   

44 Common phrasal verbs (get up, take out) 2-13   

45 Commonly confused verbs (do/make, teach/learn, borrow/lend) etc. 2-10   

46 Present perfect continuous in affirmative and negative statements as well as questions 2-15   

47 Perfect modals (should have, would have) 2-5   

48 Embedded statements and questions 2-5   

49 Compound and complex sentences 2-13   

50  selection of phrase/modal  appropriate to register 2-12   

51 Connectives (because, even, though,  etc.) 2-5   

52 Transitional adverbs (therefore, however) 2-6   

     

 Current Total Skills Evidenced    

25 or more skills?  You might be ready for ESL 2 

45 or more skills?  You might be ready for English I 



 

 

 

My Reading Competencies 

# Specific Skill Course/ 

week 

introduced 

Date  of 

evidence 

Teacher Signature  

1 Identify upper and lower case letters of the English alphabet and numbers 
0-100 

1-1   

2 Apply sound/symbol relationships to decode: letters, blends, and familiar 
short words 

1-2   

3 Recognize personal information words in print (e.g., first/last name, 
address, telephone #, SSN, date of birth, sex, etc.) 

1-1   

4 Recognize simple words and phrases related to immediate needs (gym, 
cafeteria, bathroom, circle, underline) 

1-2   

5 Read learned sentences 1-1   

6 Interpret simple signs and symbols in the environment 1-2   

7 Read dates and times 1-3   

8 Identify U.S. coins and currency values 1-2   

9 Read prices 1-2   

10 Scan for specific information on familiar documents/forms 1-1   

11 Follow simple written instructions 1-4   

12 Read some common sight words    

13 Apply sound/symbol relationships to decode simple words both familiar 
and unfamiliar 

1-7   

14 Read simple sentences on a familiar topic 1-4   

15 Read schedules and simple charts 1-8   

16 Read compound and complex sentences following punctuation clues 1-8   

17 Read short simplified paragraphs on a single topic with familiar vocabulary 1-5   

18  
Identify patterns and categorize words 

1-4   

19 Read compound words 2-1   

20 Identify root word in larger words to infer meaning 1-7   

21 Use prediction as a reading strategy 1-10   

22 Apply simple context clues to determine meaning of new words 1-10   

23 Locate an item using alphabetical order 1-1   

24 Identify main idea in texts on familiar subjects 1-10   

25 Follow sequence  in texts on familiar subjects 1-14   

26 Use knowledge of prefixes and suffixes to guess word meanings 2-7   

27 Recognize transition words, words with multiple meanings, and some 
idioms 

2-2   

28 Read and understand multi-paragraph selections from a variety of genres 2-2   

29 Read for a set purpose/for specific information 1-5   

30 Follow specific written directions/instructions to perform an activity 1-10   

31 Identify fact and opinion in a text 1-11   

32 Make connections to other texts and experiences before, during, and after 
reading to further comprehension 

2-2   

33 Make inferences from texts 2-2   

34 Recognize idioms 2-6   

35 Identify a writer’s purpose by text characteristics 2-2   

36 Use a variety of strategies to decipher unknown words and determine their 
meaning 

2-7   

37 Vary reading strategies for understanding content on unfamiliar topics or 
technical information 

2-4   

38 Distinguish between literal and figurative language 2-6   

39 Read cursive and manuscript texts 1-1   

 Current Total Skills Evidenced    

18 or more skills? You might be ready for ESL 2. 

36 or more skills? You might be ready for English 1. 

 



My Writing Competencies 

# Specific Skill 
Course/ 

week 

introduced 

Date of 

evidence 

Teacher Signature 

1 If needed, develop fine motor skills to write legibly 1-1   

2 Write upper and lower case letters and numbers 0-100 1-1   

3 Spell correctly most one syllable words with regular spellings 1-2   

4 Spell correctly high frequency words of K list 1-2   

5 Spell correctly most high frequency words from K-3 lists 1-2   

6 Write dates and digital times 1-3   

7 Write monetary amounts    

8 Write very simple learned sentences 1-1   

9 Begin sentences with a capital letter and end them with an appropriate 
punctuation mark. 

1-1   

10 Write basic personal information 1-1   

11 Write some simple phrases and sentences independently related to familiar 
topics/situations. 

1-10   

12 Following a model, write a simple paragraph on a single familiar topic 1-6   

13 Write simple notes and messages 1-1   

14 Use simple graphic organizers 1-3   

15 Write some compound and complex sentences with correct punctuation 1-10   

16 Write out instructions with some detail 2-8   

17 Apply phonetic principles to spell multi-syllabic words correctly most of 
the time 

2-5   

18 Write friendly letters 1-8   

19 Write simple formal letters 2-10   

20 Write a descriptive paragraph with some detail on a familiar topic that 
includes a beginning, middle, and end (no fragments or run-ons) 

1-7   

21 Apply consistently basic capitalization and punctuation rules when 
writing any assignment 

1-8   

22 Take notes on familiar material transmitted orally 1-13   

23 Use pre-writing strategies 1-6   

24 Use editing and revising strategies 2-2   

25 Demonstrate conscientiousness by spelling words according to learned 
phonetic patterns and rules, using a dictionary, and /or using spell -check 

1-10   

26 Use some idioms in writing 1-10   

27 Write paragraphs with varying sentence lengths and structures. 1-10   

28 Write a detailed paragraph with topic sentence, supporting details, and 
conclusion 

2-1   

29 Write to describe effectively in a multi-paragraph essay which includes an 
introduction, conclusion, and transitions 

2-11   

30 Write to persuade effectively in a multi-paragraph essay which includes an 
introduction, conclusion, and transitions 

2-10   

31 Write to explain effectively in a multi-paragraph essay which includes an 
introduction, conclusion, and transitions 

2-5   

32 Write to entertain effectively in a multi-paragraph essay which includes an 
introduction, conclusion, and transitions 

2-13   

33 Write to summarize effectively in a multi-paragraph essay which includes 
an introduction, conclusion, and transitions 

2-4   

34 Write to review/evaluate effectively in a multi-paragraph essay which 
includes an introduction, conclusion, and transitions 

2-7   

35 Demonstrate good word choice by varying vocabulary and choosing the 
appropriate terminology/register 

2-10   

36 Use figurative language in writing as appropriate 2-6   

 Current Total Skills Evidenced    

16 or more skills?  You might be ready for ESL 2. 

30 or more skills?  You might be ready for English 1. 



 

 

My Content Competencies    Important Note: These skills are to give a general idea to the student of what is 

expected in order to be successful in the regular classroom.  For the teacher, these are suggestions of topics to 

integrate.  This list is neither inclusive nor exclusive. 

# Specific Skill 
Course/ 

week 

introduced 

Date of 

evidence 

Teacher 

Signature 

1 Add, subtract, multiply, and divide smaller  numbers 1-1   

2 Identify which operation to perform for a given word problem 1-14   

3 Count money using U.S. coins and bills 1-2   

4 Become familiar with standard units of measure and can answer basic 
questions and make conversions with assistance. 

1-6   

5 Identify  basic shapes 1-2   

6 Read and create bar graphs, line graphs, and pie charts 1-14   

7 Demonstrate understanding of fractions and percentages : concept, ways to 
represent 

1-14   

8 Locate specific points or areas on a map using absolute and relative location 1-1   

9 Locate oceans, continents, USA 1-1   

10 Locate many regions, states, and cities in the U.S. 1-5   

11 Locate and describe common landforms 1-5   

12 Name and describe holidays celebrated in the U.S. 1-3   

13 Describe the traditional high school expereince in the U.S. 1-13   

14 Identify and describe traditional American values  1-10   

15 Identify and describe the functions of parts of the computer    

16 Prepare a word processed document    

17 Create a presentation using technology 1-14   

18 Do research using internet search engines 1-3   

19 Use online dictionaries for meanings and translations 1-7   

20 Compare living and non-living things 1-7   

21 Describe changes that have occurred in/on our planet over time 1-5   

22 Name and describe types of weather events and natural disasters 2-1   

23 Discuss the results of a scientific experiment conducted in class/at home 2-17   

24 Describe current issues facing scientists today 2-17   

25 Describe the events that led up to the creation of the United States of 
America 

1-15   

26 Name and discuss conflicts and wars that have left their mark on the U.S.  2-5   

27 Identify American heroes 1-16   

28 Explain the ideas of manifest destiny, democracy, states’ rights, 
isolationism, and civil liberties 

1-17   

29 Name 2 famous American writers and characteristics of their works 2-6   

30 Name and describe 2 works writen by William Shakespeare and why they 
are significant 

2-3   

31 Identify characteristics of different literary genres 2-2   

32 Identify an author’s purpose 2-2   

33 Identify examples of stereotype, bias, and propaganda 2-2   

34 Identify examples of figurative language 2-6   

35 Discuss literature using the appropriate terminolgy such as: characters, 
protagonist, plot, climax, etc. 

   

36 Identify parts of speech  2-8   

38 Describe how technology has evolved over time and changed our way of 
life 

2-6   

 Current Total Skills Evidenced    

12 or more skills?  You might be ready for ESL 2. 

30 or more skills?  You might be ready for English 1. 
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