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Building Effective Playlists 

1. Determine the PURPOSE of the playlist – why is it being created? 

i.e. introduce an idea, build on prior knowledge, review, remediate, independent/small group student 

work, professional development, etc.  

2. Name the playlist with the title, grade, and teacher initials. 

Example: Solar Energy gr5-8 cfb 

 

3. Add a description to the playlist that includes the purpose, instructions, and academic standards. 

 

4. Strategically add content to the playlist to support the PURPOSE. Use the Effective Playlist Rubric as a 

guide. 

5. Organize the playlist contents sequentially. 

6. Edit segment titles and add comments to each digital asset in the playlist to correlate to the 

instructional framework (i.e. essential questions, learning goals, etc.) 

 

7. Once the playlist is complete and has been assessed with the Effective Playlist Rubric it can be shared 

to the school and/or the district. 



 

©2011 Library Video Company. All rights reserved.  Carolyn Faulkner-Beitzel, Curriculum Director   Cbeitzel @libraryvideo.com, 610.645.4000 x 284 

Rubric for Creating an Effective Playlist 

Playlist Features Optimal Playlist Adequate Playlist  Minimal Playlist 

Playlist Purpose and 
Objectives 

 Has a clearly defined and articulated purpose and 
objectives that are refined and reinforced in 
comments  

 Has a clear purpose and objectives that may not be 
refined and reinforced in comments 

 Has an unclear or ill-defined purpose that is not 
reinforced in comments 

 May not have any discernible objectives 

Playlist Information  Playlist has a clear, specific title and is named 
according to school district protocol 

 Subject area and grade range are filled out and 
accurate to reflect playlist content 

 

 Playlist has a clear title but may not be named 
according to school district protocol 

 Subject area and grade range are filled out but may 
not reflect playlist content 
 

 Playlist title is too vague and not named 
according to school district protocol 

 Subject are and grade range may not be filled out 
and/or reflect content 

 

Comments Sections  Utilizes the main comments section to define clearly 
the purpose and objectives of the playlist and/or 
provide instructions for students or other teachers 

 Effectively utilizes comments in each segment to 
provide clarification, summarize information, give 
directions, ask questions, address objectives, etc. 

 Utilizes main comments section to provide purpose 
and objectives for playlist and instructions for 
students and/or other teachers 

 Some information in comments may be unclear or 
too general 
 

 Main comments section may provide general 
statements about playlist, but overall 
purpose/objectives and or instructions are 
unclear or missing 

 Comments after segments are blank or do not 
contain anything useful 
 

Playlist Content  Uses a wide variety of content from various sources 

 Content presents information in different ways and 
formats 

 Makes use of CreationStation to add flipcharts, 
documents, web links etc. (when applicable) 

 Video clip length is ideal for delivering information & 
clips are bookmarked to minimize extraneous content  

 Content is ideal for grade range  
 Content is targeted at meeting the playlist objectives 

 Contains some variety in content and presentation of 
information, but some content is too similar  

 Makes good use of CreationStation content (when 
applicable) 

 Video clip length is generally good for delivering 
information, but some bookmarking could reduce 
excess 

 Content generally meets playlist objectives  
 Content is grade-range appropriate 

 

 Content is not varied enough in appearance and 
presentation  

 Makes minimal or no use of CreationStation 
added content (when applicable) 

 Some or all content is not appropriate for grade 
range 

 Some content does not seem to support playlist 
objectives 

 Several video clips need to be bookmarked to 
remove excess content 
 

Length of Playlist  Length is ideal for the playlist objectives (e.g., 
introductory playlist is tailored for one class period or 
less)  

 Length is mostly appropriate for the playlist 
objectives but may require trimming or expansion for 
optimization  

 Is either too short or too long according to the 
playlist objectives 

Playlist Structure  Order is logical and each segment builds upon the 
previous and sets up the next piece  

 Order complements playlist objectives; requires no 
restructuring  

 

 Content is ordered logically, but it may not build 
upon itself or seem to support the playlist objectives  

 May need some restructuring 
 

 Has little or no obvious logic to how the content 
in the playlist is ordered, and the order does not 
seem to relate to the objectives 
 

Sharing Playlist  Playlist can easily be shared with others with minor or 
no modifications in content and comments 

 Playlist can be shared but may require some content 
and comment modification by recipients 

 Playlist can be shared but not without major 
content modifications and comment clarifications 
by recipients 

 


